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A conversation with Michael Wharey, star of  

Autism Awareness – Michael Wharey –  
Eagle Scout Project 

 
Michael Wharey is a high school student at Midview High School.  
He is in the Jazz Band, Marching Band, and Concert Band.  Michael is 
the star and director of a popular YouTube video.  Michael is a 
student with autism. 

Find Michael’s video here….. http://youtu.be/86MXGIDG7UM   

Michael’s inspirational video has been viewed over 25,000 times in 
over 155 countries.  His message is clear: students with autism can 
be successful and parents of recently diagnosed children are not 
alone.  We recently were able to sit down and ask Michael a few 
questions about the making of the video and how life at Midview 
High School is going for him. 

First, Michael shared his inspiration for the video with us.  He told 
us of a time he was in the hospital with a very bad fever.  Michael’s 
mom told the EMT who was treating Michael that Michael had 
autism.  In Michael’s words the EMT’s mouth dropped open and he 
told Michael that his nephew was recently diagnosed with autism.  
The EMT told Michael that meeting Michael gave him great hope 
that his nephew was going to be okay.  This exchange gave Michael 
the idea to tell parents of recently diagnosed children that they are 
not alone and that their children would be okay. 

We were able to ask Michael a few other questions about the 
making of the video, about high school, 
 and his future plans. 
 
Why did you choose to make a  
video to share your thoughts? 
I thought it was the best way  
to tell people. 
 
Continued on page 5 

 

 
 

 

http://youtu.be/86MXGIDG7UM
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Alternate Assessment for Students with Significant 

Cognitive Disabilities:  

Social Studies 

 
The Ohio Department of Education is recruiting panelists to set 

performance standards for the Ohio Alternate Assessment for Students with 

Significant Cognitive Disabilities (AASCD) grades 4 and 6 social studies 

tests this summer. Standard setting will take place in Columbus on June 17 

and 18. Panelists must commit to attending both days of the meeting. 

 

Standard setting committees are specific to a given test. Unlike other 

advisory committees, these committees meet only once, to recommend the 

performance standards (i.e., the cut scores for basic, intermediate, 

proficient, accelerated and advanced achievement) for a given test. 

 

The Department will recruit up to 20 panelists. Each grade will be 

represented by 8 panelists plus there will be 1-2 back-ups for each 

committee. The majority of panelists will be intervention specialists, 

however, panelists may also include content specialists, administrators, 

educators who work with English language learners, parents, 

representatives from higher education and other stakeholders. All 

participants must be familiar and have experience with students who 

participate in the alternate assessment. The Department will seek diversity 

in gender, geographical location and type, race/ethnicity and socio-

economic representation.  

 

Individual hotel rooms will be reserved for attendees who live 45 miles or 

more from the meeting site. Panelists will be reimbursed for in-state 

mileage for travel to and from the meeting location. Panelists will also 

receive a monetary stipend for each meeting day. Meals and refreshments 

will not be provided to meeting participants.   

To become involved in this committee, a nomination form must be 

submitted by either the nominee or someone who wishes to nominate an 

educator.  

 

The form is the Parent, Educator, Business and Community Nomination 

Form – Submit online! Found at: 

http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Testing/Testing-Forms-Rules-and-

Committees/Documents-and-Forms 

 

 

 

Don’t Forget to Check Out our State Support Team 2 
Facebook Page and Twitter Feeds! 

    
 

@PreK_SST2 
  @PBIS_SST2 

   @TTW_SST2 
   @Director_SST2 

   @OIP_SST2 
@Literacy_SST2 

 
  

 
    

 
 

OIP Position Available!!! 
 

State Support Team Region 2 is 
accepting applications for an Ohio 
Improvement Process Consultant 

position. Interested candidates 
should submit their application 
packet before March 9, 2015. 

 
The position announcement can 

be found on page 9 of this 
Newsletter. 

 

 

Did you know? 

For every dollar spent on 
addiction prevention in Ohio, 
there is an economic savings 

of $7 by reducing lost 
productivity, crime, child 

abuse/neglect and 
homelessness. 

 
(Source: Ohio Department of 

Mental Health & Addiction 
Services Cost Effectiveness 

Study) 

 

 Still have questions about 
TBTs? 

Still trying to figure out how 
effective TBTs operate? 

 
Then  

Deep Dives into TBTs:  
Beyond the Surface  

is for you! 
 

Teachers in grades K-3 especially 
and BLT members are encouraged 

to come to the OIP Regional 
Meeting. 

 
Tuesday, March 3rd 

12:30-3:30 PM 
 

Check out the flyer on page 7 of 
this newsletter for all the details. 

 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/H7KF2C2
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/H7KF2C2
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Testing/Testing-Forms-Rules-and-Committees/Documents-and-Forms
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Testing/Testing-Forms-Rules-and-Committees/Documents-and-Forms
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Squirrel Logic with Dr. Brad Lander Examines Brain 
Changes in Adolescents with Addiction Challenges 

Squirrel Logic with Brad Lander, PhD, LICDC-CS, Clinical Director of the 
Addiction Medicine Department at The Ohio State University is being 

presented in partnership with the Lorain County Alcohol and Drug 
Addiction Services (ADAS) Board and Communities That Care. Dr. Lander is 

an outstanding presenter who describes the information on addiction 
research in a manner in which parents and educators can truly understand. 
If you have children or students who are struggling with addiction, you will 
find this evening presentation very useful and informative. Please spread 

the word and plan to attend.  

See the flyer on page 6 in this newsletter for more details. 

 

 
 

 

 
Did you know? 

 
According to the Ohio 

Hospital Association and 
Ohio Department of 

Health, each day nearly 
five (5) Ohioans die 

because of drug‐related 
overdoses. 

 

 

 

 

By attending and signing the sign-in sheet, I willingly give my permission to be photographed, videotaped, or otherwise recorded. My 
image and statements may be used in publications, which include but are not limited to, the State Support Team Region 2 website, 
monthly newsletters, brochures and other publications. 
 
I transfer ownership of my participation including all author's rights, copyrights, or other claims that I may have to the State Support 
Team Region 2, 1885 Lake Avenue, Elyria, OH 44035. 440-324-5777 

 
I release State Support Team Region 2 administrators and personnel employed or contracted by the State Support Team from any and 
all liability arising out of my participation or inclusion in publications, productions and programs which may be produced. 
 
I do not expect, nor will I receive, financial remuneration, royalties or compensation of any kind for any photos or videos of my 
participation or appearance. I fully understand that neither I nor my heirs or assigned representatives have any claims whatsoever 
concerning my appearance and participation. 
 
I understand that it is my responsibility to notify a State Support Team Region 2 staff member immediately in writing if I do not wish to 
be photographed or videotaped. 
 

 

 

Changes in the State Support Team Region 2 Photograph/Video Policy 
 
The State Support Team Region 2 has made the following changes to their photograph/video policy. 
Participants will no longer be asked to sign individual photograph/video policy forms when attending a 
professional development session. Participants will, instead, agree to all terms and conditions of the State 
Support Team Region 2 Photograph/Video policy by signing the sign-in sheet.  
 
The revised policy reads as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Participants can receive a copy of the policy by requesting a copy of the policy from an State Support 
Team 2 staff member or by viewing the policy on the State Support Team 2's website. The policy can be 
located by clicking on the About Us tab and then on the Professional Development Opportunities link, 
which is located on the left side of the About Us page.  
 
If a participant does not wish to be photographed or videotaped then it is his or her responsibility to 
notify a State Support Team 2 staff member immediately in writing. 
 
Should you have questions or concerns regarding the changes or the State Support Team Region 2 
Photography/Video Policy please contact Tracy Lichtenfels, Director, at lichtenfels@sstr2.org. 
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 What was the most difficult part of creating the video? 
Directing that many people (100+) 
 
Who do you hope sees the video and why? 
Parents of recently diagnosed autistic children 
 
What kind of response or feedback have you received? 
They liked it.  I even got a response from Katy Perry 
herself. 
 
What is your favorite part about Boy Scouts? 
The camping trips.  I especially like Beaumont.  I go about 
6 times a year to outings and have 45 merit badges. 
 
What is one of your favorite parts about High School? 
Extra-Curricular Activities.  I am involved in Marching 
Band, Concert Band, Jazz Band, Amine Club, ROTC, and 
Scouting. 
 
What advice would you give to other students with autism? 
To not quit.  Some quit and some don’t.  Also, don’t let someone else do stuff for them. 
 
What is your biggest challenge? 
Trying to keep grades up so I can get into a good college. 
 
What are your plans after High School? 
Plan to go to college, Baldwin Wallace College or Wharton School of Business, and run a business.  
 
Thank you to Michael and his mother, Judy, for providing us the pictures for this article.  Thank 
you to Midview High School for allowing the time and location for the interview. 
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Registration 

Required 
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Registration 

Required 



 

 

  

State Support Team Region 2 
1885 Lake Ave. 

Elyria, OH 44035 
 

Phone: 440-324-5777 
Fax: 440-324-7356 

E-mail: lastname@sstr2.org 
 

www.sstr2.org 
  

  

 
We are on Facebook! 
Search State Support 

Team Region 2 
 

 

This document/product/software was supported in whole or in part by the U.S. Department of Education, Office of      
Special Education Programs, (Award #H027A130158, CFDA 84.027A, awarded to the Ohio Department of Education). 
The opinions expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the policy or position of the U.S. Department of Education,    
Office of Special Education Programs, and no official endorsement by the Department should be inferred. 

  

 

Upcoming Events! 

3/3/15 – Early Childhood Task Force  
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
 
3/3/15 – OIP Regional Meeting  
12:30 PM – 3:30 PM 
 
3/5/15 – Being an Effective Para-Professional 
4:00 PM – 6:30 PM 
 
3/6/15 – Breakfast with Directors  
8:30 AM – 10:30 AM 
 
3/13/15 – Ohio’s Early Learning and 
Development Standards Overview  
1:00 PM – 4:00 PM 
 
 
 3/13/15 – Program Improvement with Measures of Quality 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

3/13/15 – Vizzle 9:00 AM – 3:30 PM 
 
3/16/15 - Program Improvement with Measures of Quality 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

3/17/15 - HQT for Moderate to Intensive Intervention Specialists - SOCIAL 
STUDIES, Day One of Three 9:00 AM – 3:30 PM 

3/20/15 - Using Technology in the Early Childhood Setting - Technology 1  
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
 
3/25/15 – Augmentative and Alternative Communication 4:00 PM – 5:30 PM 
 

Check out the Event Calendar on our website @ www.sstr2.org for 
many more offerings! 

http://www.sstr2.org/

